
October 10, 2011 

Dear Members and Friends of Trinity,   

This letter comes to you to announce the start of the 2012 Stewardship Campaign.   
The campaign starts now and will end December 15, 2011.  
 
The campaign is a little different this year.  We are not asking for your help to start new initiatives, but rather to bring 
us back to where we were before the recession started nipping at everyone’s heels.  The goal is to increase support for 
our rectors and to restore the cuts we have been forced to make over the past two or three years. 

Let us reflect back a moment.  Over twelve years ago in January 1999, a devastating tornado almost completely 
destroyed Trinity.  We rallied with enthusiastic energy as we rebuilt our beautiful church back to a glorious place for 
worship and fellowship.  After such a monumental accomplishment - which was nothing short of a miracle - we 
needed time to sit back and be renewed.  Now, however, it is time to once again rebuild. 

Since 2009, the number of pledges has decreased 21% and the amount of pledges has decreased 16% or $39,500.  
Based on income received through September, a shortfall of $12,000 is projected for 2011.  Over the past three years, 
budget cuts have totaled $18,000, the majority of these being related to building repairs and maintenance.   

Our clergy have not had an increase in their compensation in three years, and have personally absorbed increasing 
costs such as gasoline for making visits to hospitals and shut-ins.  Additionally, the vestry has learned through 
research that the compensation of our Rectors is significantly below that of priests serving comparable sized parishes.   

But IT’S A NEW DAY AND A FRESH WIND IS BLOWING . . . 

Acts 2:2 says, "…and God's Spirit filled the house like the rush of a mighty wind." It was Pentecost, the day when the 
disciples were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit which enabled each person to hear the good news in their own 
language.   That day alone, God brought 3,000 souls into the Kingdom.   

Brothers and Sisters of Trinity, what is being presented here is our new “tornado”.  It is time to pray for the 
empowering Holy Spirit to blow into our hearts the same energy and enthusiasm we received in 1999, so that these 
present needs might be met.  It is time to recommit to God and to Trinity Church. 

God calls to each of us in the language of our individual financial circumstances, asking only that we respond from 
grateful hearts.  Consider this:  if every pledging individual or family increased their 2011 pledge by an average of 
$5.00 per week, we would raise an additional $21,000 and 70% of our goal.  Cutting $5.00 per week out of the 
household budget would mean giving up a couple of visits to Starbucks or the latest copy of People Magazine each 
week.   

Please keep in mind, however, that the total deficit is $30,000, requiring a higher per pledge average increase than 
$5.00/week.  The $5.00 week increase is only a suggested level of increased giving.  Some of you may not be able to 
meet it, while others will be able to give a larger increase.  If everyone sacrifices a little, the church benefits a lot.   

There is a pledge card enclosed in this mailing.  Please give your pledge the prayerful consideration it deserves.  
Remember that the gifts of your time and talents are also very much needed and should be a part of your pledge.  
Please return the completed card to church or mail it to the church marked “Stewardship” no later than 12/15/11. 

Your servants in Christ’s ministry, 
 
 
 
Sheila Foust, Stewardship Chair   
931-220-7000  sfoust@me.com 

 
 
Chris Smith, Senior Warden  
931-217-7531  smittyonline@gmail.com
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